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Lehigh Valley is losing a waterways friend

MAY 25, 2015, 10:49 PM

ome next March, Lehigh Valley fishing enthusiasts won't see Lee Creyer leading the Pennsylvania Fish
and Boat Commission's Great White Fleet when trout stocking season kicks off.

Oh, they may still see Creyer helping out, but it's no longer going to be his show.

Until last Friday, Creyer was the highly popular Fish and Boat Commission waterways conservation officer
for Lehigh County. Some people referred to him as the fish warden.

The 60-year-old Creyer retired from the PFBC, ending a career that he began as a deputy WCO in 1985
before going full time in 1992 after 19 years in the accounting offices at Bethlehem Steel.

His last workday was last Wednesday, because he routinely had off Thursdays and Fridays. And his last
official trout stocking took place a week earlier, when he led the trucks to the Swabia Creek, and then the
Coplay Creek through the rail trail.

Lee Creyer, a waterways conservation officer with the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, retired last week. (Morning Call file
photo)
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Creyer sat inside the Hi-Way Restaurant in Laurys Station one day last week having breakfast, and couldn't
take more than two bites in a row before one person or another began speaking with him.

It was almost like a scene from the old sit-com "Cheers," and everybody knew his name. And everybody
wanted to talk with him. He said he once took a WCO cadet out to Easton along a stream-side for field
training, and the cadet couldn't believe how many people greeted Creyer by his first name.

His approach to people was more like the sheriff from Mayberry, Andy Taylor, than that of a hard-nose.

"I tried to be relaxed," he said. "If the first three words out of your mouth are ticked off, you're in trouble."

Creyer has had more than his share of encounters during his 30-year career with the state agency, but he
knew how to soften the experience for others, which helped him earn the PFBC's Officer of the Year award in
1997 when he worked in northern York County.

"It's all about the approach," he said. "How to talk to people is hard to teach. I'd say 75-80 percent of the
people I gave citations to ended up shaking my hand and thanking me. If you can give out a citation and they
say thank you, then you did it the right way."

Creyer has done a lot the right way during his tenure, which began full time in York County in 1992 before he
moved back to Lehigh County in 2001, close to his original home, where he graduated from Northampton
High School in 1973.

He said his experiences as a WCO ran the gamut from good to bad, but the vast majority were good.

"I think 99 percent of the people are fine," Creyer said. "It's just that you never know. You have to be careful
because you never know who you're dealing with, like gang members. You just don't know at times."

He said the most dangerous aspect of his job was serving arrest warrants, going to people's houses after they
didn't pay their fines. He said the condition some of them lived in was shocking, and sometimes he even had
to call Lehigh County Children & Youth Services.

The weirdest thing Creyer says he experienced was investigating decapitated chickens near the Lehigh River
when a group of people were practicing Santeria.

And then there was the lady, all decked out in pink — hat, shirt, shorts, shoes, rod and reel — fishing for
trout in the Little Lehigh Creek with an 8-inch rubber worm. Creyer told her she couldn't catch trout with
that and asked to see what she had in her pink tackle box. There was a ton of lures, but maybe only one
appropriate for trout. When he commented on how many lures she had, she explained that she collected one
from every boyfriend and husband as a memento.



"I said, 'You've been one busy girl,'" Creyer said.

He said the most important thing he'll miss about the job is the people.

"The stocking crew for sure," he said. "We had eight to 10 guys always show up. I drove the truck, but they
knew all the stops, how many to put in, watching their kids help from 4-5 years old and then grow up.

"But I'll miss the people in general. I stop and talk to everybody. They all know me. I don't know everybody,
but a lot of people know me. I'll miss that interaction."

Creyer is planning to fish and hunt now that he's retired. He hasn't hunted in three or four years, and fished
just once last year for largemouth bass in the Poconos. Fishing as a WCO wasn't relaxing because he couldn't
help but look for licenses and wonder if the boats were properly registered. Now that will be someone else's
worry.

He'll also devote more time to one of his other passions, woodworking. He's building a five-piece bedroom
set for someone.

And of course, he'll devote even more time to his greatest passion, his wife, JoAnne. The couple has already
booked a trip to Pasadena, Calif., to see the Tournament of Roses parade, something they've always talked
about but never had time to do.

As for the Rose Bowl itself, neither has any interest in the game unless JoAnne's alma mater, the University
of Wisconsin, gets the bid.

Two months later, the PFBC's Great White Fleet of trout stocking trucks will hit the road, and Creyer won't
be driving the lead vehicle back to Lehigh County. But don't be surprised if you find him meeting the truck
and helping to stock the fish anyway. That's just the way he is.
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